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RemovaL oF ALl OTHER FisH

The best plan fur preparing a fry pond would

include draining it to insure removal of all other fish.
In freshly drained ponds, inspect mudholes to con-
firm the absence or presence of other fish. If other
fish are present. these holes can be treated with
rotenone or Dotdqsxum permanganate to eradicate
unwanted fish before refilling. Green sunfish and
brown bullheads, even in small numbers, are espe-
cially troublesome in fry ponds. These species will
readily consume catfish fry and reproduce in large
numbers. causing problems when surviving catfish
fingerlings are harvested. Ponds clean of all fish can

he retilled and fertilized at hie

ratec or low ra
G at nign ratg

ates or low rates
with organic and inorganic fertl lizers, depending on
the interval before fry will be stocked. These blooms
will serve as a food source for fry and help deter the
development of aquatic weeds that obstruct harvest
and feeding activities.

the prlmary food source for larval fish in nature. The

ximize fry survival.

Quick PLankTON BLOOMS

If apond is to be stocked with fry within a matter
of days of filling, a high rate of organic fertilization
is recommended. Any good source of protein, such
as cottonseed meal or sinking commercial fish food.
can be applied to a dry or newly filled pond to
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one time, widely spread application of cottonseed
meal or a catfish feed at 200 to 300 pounds per acre
usually produces a good zooplankton bloom within
4 to 7 days. In addition, liquid inorganic fertilizers.
such as 13-30-0, can also be applied at rates of 2 10
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4 pounds per acre every other day for 8 to 14 days.
The presence of zooplankion can be easily con-
firmed and evaluated by dipping water from the
pond in a clear glass container and viewing it from
the bottom held up to sunlight. Zooplankton appear
as small, almost clear animals that swim constantly

in the water column. These blooms can be main-




d once fish are stocked. A
fine ground material is best, but any high protein
food will work if a good zooplankton bloom is
already underway.

DELAYED POND STOCKING PLANS
If a pond is filled 4 weeks or more in advance of
stocking, two possible treatments can be tried. I

fthe
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pond has been used recently for growout of fish,

refilling and inorganic fertilizerapplication as de-
scribed may result in a fairly dense bloom. Or the
pond may be organically fertilized with cottonseed
meal or sinking fish feed at the rate of 20 to 30
pounds per acre per day for the 3 to 4'weeks before
stocking. Ponds filled in advance usually benefit
from the S[OCkInQ of 15to 25 grass carp per acre to

control emergent aquatic weeds. If weeds begin to
develop, stop use of inorganic fertilizers and use
only organic fertilizers. This favors the growth of

planktdbn rather than weeds.

WHicH PoNp To Stock Topay?

Here TS an additional tip for choosing a fry pond
before stocking. If several ponds are available for
stocking on a given day and only one is needed
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sample all the ponds with a plankton net or simply
dip the water from each pond into clear glass con-
tainers. Line up the containers to compare zooplank-
ton density, and select the pond with the highest

density for fry stocking.

PoNDs WiTHOUT PLANKTON BLoOM
If fry are placed in a newly filled pond without

preparations for developing natural food sources,

apply afinely ground feed (01 or 02 size) 3 to 6 times
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day. Apply feed to as mucn of the pond area as
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possible to avoid starving of the fry. Total feeding
rates of 20 to 30 pounds per acre per day are essential
in this case. This practice is continued until fry are
feeding at the surface and are of a size where they can
migrate easily to a feeding area. This is usually when
fish are 4 weeks old and 2 to 3 incheslong. Stocking
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an unprepared pond requlres the most labor and the
atu1a5c of SPECIal feeds. Distribution of a nnely
ground feed over a large pond area may also be
difficuit due to weather conditions such as high wind

and rain.

Basic Fry PonDp FEEDING PRINCIPLES

Regardless of what pond preparation plan is
followed, apply feed at 20 to 30 pounds per acre until

fingerlings feed actively at the pond surface, usually
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around the fourth week after stocking.
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the small fingerlings can be fed nearly to satiation
once or twice a day with a floating feed. At this time,
a small pellet, high in protein (36 to 38 percent)
usually gives the most uniform, rapid growth.
Remember! In the first weeks after stocking, a
relatively small proportion of feed applied to a fry

. . . s
pond is eaten directly by the fish. Uneaten feed is

available to zooplankton that then becomes a food
source. Note: In recreational sporifish ponds, aera-
tion is not available and cost is more of a factor.
Here, inorganic fertilizers are used to stimulate
phytoplankton growth, which is a food source for

zooplankton. In‘commercial catfish fry ponds 1t is
maore Pfﬁ(‘lf‘nf todirectly anply hie
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save time and to maximize survival.

There are no approved treatments for predacious
insects in channel catfish fry ponds. Consult your
Extension specialist or area agent for the latest
information on this problem.
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